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There was no objection.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain 1-minute requests.

————

CONFIRM MIGUEL ESTRADA AS
FEDERAL JURIST

(Mr. DRIER asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, | have
taken this time during 1l-minutes to
simply rise in strong support of some
very important work that is taking
place, and that is the prospect of con-
firming Miguel Estrada.

I do not personally know this man,
but I wanted to say, Madam Speaker,
that | have read about his record and 1
have talked to many people who know
him very well; and | happen to believe
that he would be a superb jurist. And
having spoken with people of both po-
litical parties, | have heard very good
things about him. And | would simply
like for the record to make it clear
that | believe that he would be a phe-
nomenally good jurist, and | hope very
much that will take place.

———————

APPOINT MIGUEL ESTRADA AS
FEDERAL JUDGE

(Mr. DOOLITTLE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Madam Speaker, |
too join my colleague from California
(Mr. DREIER). | do not know personally
Mr. Estrada, but | understand he is
considered to be quite outstanding by
all those who have known him. It is re-
markable. It is also my understanding
that at the age of 17 he came from Hon-
duras and had very limited English
abilities, and then he ended up going to
a university and graduating from Har-
vard Law School magna cum laude and
served as an editor of the Harvard Law
Review. He was, | understand, an offi-
cial in the Clinton administration, ac-
tually in the Solicitor General’s office
and has support from former Clinton
administration people and has support
from, | believe, the past six or seven
Solicitors General of the United
States. Truly a premiere candidate to
serve in this important U.S. Court of
Appeals for the D.C. circuit.

| just wanted to register my support
for this individual, someone who is
very outstanding, a great American,
the first Hispanic to be appointed to
the court of appeals. It would be out-
standing, Madam Speaker, and | appre-
ciate the opportunity to voice my sup-
port for him today.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEARCE). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 7, 2003, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

———
SUPPORTING MIGUEL ESTRADA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-
er, Thomas Jefferson said, ‘“The great
object of my fear is the Federal Judici-
ary. That body, step by step, holding
what it gains, is engulfing insidiously
the special governments into the jaws
of that which feeds them.”’

And today, Mr. Speaker, the object of
my fear is an unrestrained judiciary, a
judiciary too quick to abandon the
ideals of our forefathers and the tenets
of our Constitution, a judiciary swell-
ing with unchecked authority.

The heart of a republic rests on its
judiciary, Mr. Speaker, and the con-
firmation of Miguel Estrada is vital to
this Republic. He is a brilliant attor-
ney who has repeatedly upheld and has
been upheld repeatedly and will con-
tinue to be upheld. He also upholds the
virtues of this Nation’s sacred Con-
stitution.

Arriving from Honduras at age 18,
speaking no English, this man has be-
come the personification of the Amer-
ican dream. And | urge the President
to stand strong in his support of
Miguel Estrada and to stand strong in
his support of making sure that we
maintain a judiciary in this country
that reads the law for what it is.

For if our judiciary continues on the
path that it is, Mr. Speaker, | think
perhaps the rest of us can go home. I
just call upon the President to be en-
couraged and to recognize that there
are Americans that are very grateful to
him for the courage that he shows and
for the clarity that he shows in his ap-
pointments.

Mr. Speaker, | hope that this ap-
pointment and this confirmation can
go forward unfettered.

————
[ 1730

EXPLORING SPACE MORE
EFFICIENTLY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEARCE). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentlewoman from Texas
(Ms. JACKSON-LEE) is recognized for 5
minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, now, some more than 7 days
after the fateful return of the Columbia
seven, those of us from Texas and
around the Nation are quick to under-
stand the headline in a local newspaper
that says, Astronauts, the hero next
door. For those of us in Texas, these
were, in fact, our neighbors, our
friends, certainly those who many wor-
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shiped with. But today, now more than
ever, we recognize that these individ-
uals were willing to give the ultimate
sacrifice, and that was their lives, for
the betterment of humanity.

Unfortunately, what tragedy causes
us to do is to reflect, to understand
that what we often take for granted is,
in fact, precious and unique. It is
unique to send man, woman, humanity
into space. It is unique what the
United States has been able to do now
for almost 40 years.

I want to applaud the NASA employ-
ees’ commitment that they have as a
unified group. | know that they are
hurting because of this tragedy.

I have always said over the last 7
days that it is important for us to heal
and to be able to acknowledge the pain
that the families are feeling, but today
was appropriate for the first congres-
sional hearing to be held; and I thank
the Members of the other body and the
chairman of the House Committee on
Science and the ranking member for
convening us today to begin the proc-
ess of reality.

The words that | often say are that
we find fault without blame, that we
are not afraid to acknowledge mistakes
and that we make it better. For exam-
ple, it is important to note that there
is now some interest in an orbital
plane, a very good vehicle, but we must
be reminded that what the space shut-
tle meant was not just a transpor-
tation vehicle, but it was a floating
laboratory where scientists, medical
professionals and others were able to
engage in science and research that
helped to create better lives for all of
us, research in diabetes, research in
HIV/AIDS, heart disease, cancer,
stroke, research in prostate cancer and
breast cancer.

So we cannot fail to understand the
mission and out of fear or expeditious-
ness move to another vehicle because
we are concerned about this tragedy.
Be concerned and get the facts.

We understand that the shuttle cost
$450 million. The fatality rate is about
1 in 57. On the other hand, we realize
that there are better ways of enhanc-
ing the safety. One of them, of course,
is finding the facts and being able to
provide the resources for putting the
United States at the cutting edge of
science. | cannot imagine that because
of where we are that we will not listen
to the families who issued the state-
ment, “The human space flight must
continue.”” That should be the legacy.

Yet we must not fall away from the
fact that in 1994 a commissioned NASA
study by Stanford and Carnegie-Mellon
said that 15 percent of tiles could cause
85 percent of failure, or of the observa-
tions of a NASA engineer in 1997 that
said debris striking the tile would
cause damage. Let us not run away
from facts or the mistakes.

I believe that we have seen a consid-
erable imbalance of funding. | am
gratified by the increase that we see
coming in the 2004 fiscal year proposal,
and | hope the Congress will recognize
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